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In memoria di Joyce M. Reynolds (1918-2022), protagonista dell’epigrafia
di Libia

Abdulrahim Saleh Shariff, Susan Walker, Attilio Mastino

DOIL: 10.48255/2283-6926.QAL.25-26.1s.V-V1.2022-2023.09

In Memory of Joyce M. Reynolds (1918-2022), Protagonist of Libyan Epigraphy

The death of Joyce Reynolds led to a number of obituaries by colleagues and friends (Libyan Studies, Libya Antiqua).
This contribution presents three recollections, from different viewpoints. The first, by Abdulrahim Saleh Shariff and
Said Belhassen, tells of the intense and continuous collaborative rapport established in Cyrene with her colleagues of the
Department of Antiquities of Libya (DoA). The second one, by Susan Walker, offers a personal account of a five-year
episode in Joyce Reynolds’ life, centred upon their shared experiences in Cyrenaica and enriched by a summary of the
historical context of her work in Libya. The last deals with an identifying characteristic of Joyce’s scientific nature, that
is her constant desire to stay up to date, even in her old age, with epigraphic research and her consequently assiduous and
stimulating participation in various editions of the L’ Africa Romana conferences. These meetings created a reciprocal
and deeply-held sense of respect amongst all those who met her, and Attilio Mastino in particular.

Parole chiave/Keywords

Epigrafia greca e romana, Cirenaica, Tripolitania, Dipartimento di Antichita della Libia (DoA), storia della ricerca
storico-archeologica nel XX secolo

Greek and Roman epigraphy, Cyrenaica, Tripolitania, Department of Antiquities of Libya (DoA), history of archaeo-
logical research in the 20" century

Joyce Reynolds in Cyrenaica:
Collaboration, Training, and Friendship with Libyan Colleagues
Abdulrahim Saleh Shariff

Professor Joyce M. Reynolds during her field-work
in Cyrenaica collaborated with many researchers,
officials and assistants of the Department of An-
tiquities of Libya (DoA) of Cyrenaica, mainly with
the Controllers of Cyrenaica Antiquities who suc-
ceeded in the post following Richard G. Goodchild

1 TURMAN 2022.

(1953-1966), Awad Mustafa al-Sadawya (1966-
1970)! and Bereiek Attyah Ej-Taily (1970-1989)
(Figs 1-2). I had the honour to work with Profes-
sor Reynolds as a young inspector in 1996-1997 at
Cyrene’s Agora and in the Museum. Given that the
Libyan colleagues who worked most with Profes-

2 AL-HapARr 2022a.
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FiG. 1 - From left to right, Sandro Stucchi, Joyce Reynolds, and Bereiek Attyah Ej-Taily at a picnic lunch near the old museum
at Cyrene, 1988.
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FiG. 2 - Joyce Reynolds at the same picnic lunch; on the right, Daoud Halag, 1988.
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sor Reynolds have passed away, I had to rely on an
interview with the former Director of the Technical
Affairs at DoA Cyrene, Mr. Said Belhassan, and to
whose comments I have added my own recollec-
tions of work carried out together with Joyce in the
1990s.

Mr. Belhassan met Professor Reynolds in the
early 1960s after Goodchild appointed him to as-
sist her in surveying Greek and Latin inscriptions
in tombs in Cyrene. Most of the field work focused
on the Baggara region, Wadi Bel Ghadir, and Wadi
Bu Nabeh. The work started in the early morning
walking through the Baggara region and down to
Wadi Bel Ghadir, which contains many tombs dat-
ing back to the Greek and Roman period. These
tombs abound with ancient inscriptions, and it took
many hours to clean their rock-cut facades to clearly
see the lettering of the inscriptions and succeed in
reading them.

When Professor Reynolds was not in Cyrene,
Mr. Belhassan would visit Wadi Bel Ghadir to re-

'. "ehal)
!‘ \ 4

search, take notes, draw and take photographs of
the tombs and the inscriptions he found. Profes-
sor Reynolds then commissioned him to search for
and investigate any inscription that he might have
been informed by the locals or found during his
surveys.

Professor Reynolds and Mr. Belhassan visit-
ed Ras al-Hilal (Naustathmos) and photographed
the inscriptions that he found, and they also made
many visits to the city of Susah (Apollonia) to study
the inscriptions there. They worked with Mr. Fadel
Allah Abdel Salam?, since 1962 officer at the DoA,
where he assumed responsibility for the archae-
ological site of Susah, and Hassan Hassouna, the
photographer of the DoA. According to Mr. Bel-
hassan, Professor Reynolds worked on many pro-
jects with the Librarian at the DoA Cyrene, Saleh
Wanis (Fig. 3). In the late 1980s, she carried out fur-
ther work at Wadi Bel Ghadir with the Controller
of Cyrene Antiquities, Fadel Ali Mohamed (1989-
1996), and the researcher Ramadan Kwaider*.
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FiG. 3 - Joyce Reynolds with Saleh Wanis at Cyrene, outside Richard Goodchild’s house, 1988.

3 AL-HADAR 2022b.

* The close collaboration between Fadel Ali Mohamed and Joyce
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With Joyce Reynolds in Libya, 1988-1993
Susan Walker

Although Ilearned much from Joyce, I did not study
with her at Cambridge. I offer here a personal, par-
tial account of a five-year episode in Joyce’s long
life - less than 5% of her remarkable story®. It is in-
troduced by a very brief summary of the historical
context of Joyce Reynolds” work in Libya.

THE HistoricaL BACKGROUND TO JoYCE REYNOLDS'S
AcaADEMIC ENGAGEMENT WITH EPIGRAPHY IN LiBYA

The Society for Libyan Studies, recently renamed
the British Institute for Libyan and North African

Reynolds is documented by the notable number of joint publications
they produced. Apart from the titles mentioned in the contribution by
A. Mastino in this volume, infra, pp. 211-216, see MOHAMED, REYNOLDS
1994, and 1995; REyNoLDS, MOHAMED 1996; MOHAMED, REYNOLDs 1997;
MonaMED, REynoLDs, DoBias Larou 2007.

® Joyce Reynolds obituary, in The Guardian, 29 September 2022
(https://www.theguardian.com/education/2022/sep/29/joyce-

In the Ras al-Hilal area, during the late 1980s
Professor Reynolds worked at Wadi Marqus with
Professor Daoud Hallaq. In Ptolemais and in Tocra
Professor Reynolds worked with Mr. Abdussalam
Bazama and Mr. Ali Salam Latrek, functionaries of
their respective offices at the DoA. During the 1990s,
I met Mr. Ali Salam Latrek, and he told me that he
knew Professor Reynolds very well and that she
used to stay at his house when she was in Benghazi,
as was habitual for most archaeologists. Lastly, her
close collaboration with Abdel Ghader Mezaini,
Controller of Cyrene Antiquities (1996-2006) (Fig. 4)
is to be remembered, as well as that with the current
Librarian of the DoA Cyrene, Abdou Saleh Ibrahim
Mohamed.

FiG. 4 - From left to right, Joyce Reynolds at the age of 85 with
Abdel Ghader Mezaini and Emanuela Fabbricotti, head of
the University of Chieti’s Archaeological Mission in Libya,
at Cyrene, 2003.

Studies (BILNAS), was founded in 1969°. That hap-
pens to have been the year in which the 26-year-
old Colonel Muammar Ghaddafi seized power in
Libya in a military coup, but that seismic event with
long-reaching consequences still in play today is
nothing more than a coincidence. Instead, the So-
ciety was formed to perpetuate the memory and
complete for publication the unfinished work of
Richard G. Goodchild (1918-1968)’. Like many of its
fellow societies supporting British Schools and Insti-
tutes abroad, but without the burden of maintaining
premises in Libya, BILNAS has been concerned with
promoting British-based academic research in Libya

reynolds-obituary).

¢ See LibSt, 1,1970: Annual Report, 1969-70, pp. 3-5 for its founding
objectives; British Archaeology in Libya, 1943-70, pp. 6-11, for a useful
unsigned account.

7 For a biographical note of Goodchild see BRocaN 1968; REYNOLDs
1976, pp. XII-XX.
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in any relevant discipline, through fieldwork, dis-
cussion and publication. Though the geographical
scope of the Society’s work has widened in recent
years, its early focus on Libya comes from British
involvement in conserving Libyan archaeological
heritage during the Second World War, and Good-
child’s role thereafter. Joyce Reynolds” commitment
to Libya began in this context, and in my experience,
she remained true to the principles of international
collaboration and the fostering of Libyan archaeo-
logical expertise established by John B. Ward Per-
kins (1912-1981)® and Richard Goodchild for the rest
of her working life.

THE NORTH AFRICAN CAMPAIGN®

The well-known archaeologist, Lieutenant-Colonel
Mortimer Wheeler (1890-1976)", as Commander
of the 42" Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, worked
during the Africa campaign with Major John Ward
Perkins, with the specific aim of protecting the an-
cient coastal cities of Libya from the ravages of the
various armies, of which it must be admitted that
the worst offenders were the British and their Com-
monwealth allies". Moving with the allied forces
from east to west, Wheeler and Ward Perkins did
their best to protect Cyrene, Ptolemais and nearby
Teuchira, Lepcis Magna, Oea (Tripoli) and eventu-
ally Sabratha, where they met Gennaro Pesce and
other members of the Soprintendenza ai Monu-
menti e Scavi della Libia'2. A level of mutual un-
derstanding and co-operation was reached between
the British and the Italian archaeologists, sufficient
to limit and record damage to sites, museums and
archives.

PosT-WAR MANAGEMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY

After the war in 1946, Goodchild, who in wartime
had been fighting further east in Syria and Iraq,

8 ReynoLDs 1981 offers a lively obituary.
° An interesting account of the political history of the campaign is
given by KeLLy 2010; however, he does not discuss the archaeology.
10" An account of Wheeler’s role in North Africa appears in his epi-
sodic memoir Still Digging: WHEELER 1958, especially pp. 108-140.
" WHEELER 1958, p. 130; THORN 1994, p. 102, figs 1-2. For Ward Per-
kins’ later work in Italy, see PoLLarD 2020.
12 Munzi 2015 includes an account of Pesce’s active role in wartime

was appointed the officer responsible for archae-
ology in the British military occupation of Libya.
For military reasons, the wartime efforts at heritage
management had been focussed on the coastal cit-
ies, but Goodchild explored the Libyan pre-desert
hinterland, producing two maps of Libya for the
Tabula Imperii Romani (TIR) series®. After a signif-
icant interlude as Librarian of the British School
at Rome, in which he immersed himself in Italian
language and culture, Goodchild was appointed by
the newly independent Libyan state Controller of
Antiquities for Cyrenaica, a post he held from 1953
until his return to the UK via the USA in 1966. In
both capacities in Libya Goodchild surveyed, ex-
cavated, researched and published sites, and most
importantly trained Libyan archaeologists to a lev-
el where they could manage their own antiquities
service. When 1 first visited Libya with Joyce in
1988, some of Goodchild’s protegés were still in
post or active in retirement, including the then
Controller for Cyrenaica Bereiek Attyah Ej-Taily,
Said Belhassan and Fadel Allah Abdel Salam, who
had been responsible for the ancient port city of
Apollonia.

THE INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF
LoNnDpOoN

Onhisreturn to London, Goodchild was appointed
Professor of the Archaeology of the Roman Prov-
inces at the Institute of Archaeology. Founded in
1937, the Institute was for thirty years a postgrad-
uate research institute of the University of London
offering occasional lectures to undergraduates,
myself among them™. It was then decided to offer
a new degree in archaeology to undergraduates,
with specialisms in conservation, environmental
sciences, prehistory, Roman and Mesopotamian
archaeology, but Goodchild never had the chance
to teach us, dying after a short illness before he
could take up the post. Instead, we were taught

conservation in Libya. For the meeting at Sabratha: WHEELER 1958, pp.
133-134.

B On Goodchild’s TIR maps and other relevant publications, see
MATTINGLY 1994.

4 History of the Institute of Archaeology. Institute of Archaeology: 85
years of history 1937 - 2022 (https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/
about-us/history-institute-archaeology).
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by Professor Donald E. Strong (1927-1973), for-
merly of the British Museum, who was also to die
far too young, a brilliant scholar of Roman art and
architecture and an inspirational teacher™. As the
Society for Libyan Studies’ first Chairman, Strong
insisted that all his students join, and that is how,
in the 1980s, I came to meet Joyce and work with
her in Libya.

ReyNoLDs, GooDcHILD AND WARD PERKINS IN LiBYA

Goodchild was profoundly important to Joyce
Reynolds, who revered his memory and greatly
(but not entirely uncritically) admired his work.
It is no exaggeration to say that she followed his
working practices in some detail, notably in collab-
orating closely with Italian colleagues and giving
every opportunity to Libyan colleagues young and
old to study and co-publish papers with her. Back
in the UK, Joyce edited Goodchild’s posthumously
collected papers for publication in 1976; this vol-
ume is still a fundamental aid to scholarship nearly
50 years later'.

In fact, Joyce had begun her Libyan work in the
early years of Goodchild’s post-war role with the
British administration of Libya: as she was to inform
a surprised young man working on the Foreign Of-
fice’s Africa desk in 1990 at the time of the Gulf War,
Joyce declared that she had been to Libya every year
since 1947, a slight exaggeration, but substantially
the case. Joyce first worked in Libya with Wheeler’s
colleague John Ward Perkins, Director of the British
School at Rome from 1946-1976, and a leading schol-
ar of international repute in the field of Roman archi-
tecture. Together they studied the extraordinary ar-
chitecture of Lepcis Magna and Sabratha, both sites
full of very grand and sometimes bilingual monu-
mental texts, but also modest masons’ signatures
and other marks full of information on how marble
had been imported from Greece and western Tur-
key to Tripolitania and fashioned into extraordinary
buildings. Reynolds and Ward Perkins published in
1952 (with an addendum in 1955) Inscriptions of Ro-

1% A brief, unsigned obituary appears in LibSt, 4, 1973, pp. 1-2.

16 REYNOLDs 1976.

17 https://irt2021.inslib.kcl.ac.uk/en/. See the article by C. Barron,
G. Bodard and Ch. Roueché in this volume, infra, pp. 221-226.

'8 The well-regarded series continued from the 1960s to the 2000s

man Tripolitania, a standard work digitised in 2009
and updated in 2021%.

CYRENAICA 1988-1993

By the 1980s Joyce was planning to write with Ward
Perkins a volume on Cyrenaica for the London pub-
lisher Routledge’s series on the provinces of the
Roman Empire’. After Ward Perkins died in 1981,
Joyce edited for publication a paper I gave at a col-
loquium on Cyrenaica held in Cambridge in 1983".
Ward Perkins had four years earlier examined my
doctoral thesis on Roman architecture in Greece and
she thought I might prove a suitable substitute for
the great man, a daunting prospect: Joyce would
then cover the history, literature and epigraphy
while I would write on the archaeology, architecture
and art of Cyrenaica. We waited five years for visas,
eventually obtaining them at short notice in 1988.
During our wait, Libya had become the focus of ex-
ternal hostility, notably from Britain and America.
In 1988 the situation remained tense®.

On arrival in Cyrene, we were allocated Good-
child’s old house, located near the old museum on a
terrace overlooking the ancient city’s north cemetery
(see Fig. 3). There were breath-taking views north-
west across the stepped Djebel terraces towards the
Mediterranean from this humble dwelling. For me,
having spent so much time in Greece, it was as if Del-
phi had migrated to a vast, rugged continent; while
the Mediterranean lay close to the north, to the south
the Djebel Akhdar dipped into the Sahara Desert,
offering an inescapable sense of largely inhospita-
ble vastness stretching all the way to Cape Town.
Joyce apologised for forgetting to tell me that the
local dogs had long been trained to howl all night,
just as they are seen in Smith and Porcher’s Ruins of
Ptolemais, a watercolour made during their expedi-
tion to Cyrenaica on behalf of the British Museum in
the early 1860s?".

Our Routledge project was doomed by security
concerns, which prevented independent travel in
the region and sometimes even within Cyrene itself.

and included David Mattingly’s Tripolitania (2005).
19 WALKER 1985.
» See also infra, p. 209.
2 SmitH, PorcHER 1864, pl. 50.
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In any case, the late Dr Fadel Ali Mohamed, Con-
troller of Cyrene Antiquities from 1989, and himself
an enthusiastic, trained epigrapher, had work for us
to do. On our first visit in 1988 Joyce and I studied,
measured and photographed 70 inscriptions discov-
ered since her last visit some seven years previously.
On one stone found in the Agora in 1988 was incised
an ephebic list in which Joyce read two Libyan eth-
nic names, among a reported eleven ethnics in the
new discoveries®. Packing these most significant
inscribed stones into the back of his Toyota truck,
Dr Fadel took the newly read texts to Tripoli and
explained to his political masters that “the English-
woman” had demonstrated that the presumed ‘co-
lonial” city of Cyrene was central to ancient Libyan
identity; therefore, the proposed new highway from
Shahat to Apollonia should spare the ancient city.
The duly diverted highway greatly damaged the
cemeteries of Cyrene and Apollonia, but the core of
the ancient city of Cyrene was spared. None of these
environmental concerns was vouchsafed to us dur-
ing our visit.

Joyceread and re-read new and old texts destined
for publication in her long-planned work Inscriptions
of Roman Cyrenaica. A perfectionist, she was reluctant
to let her texts go, always wanting another chance
to re-check her readings. Eventually, her years of
research on these texts was published on-line, after
many years’ editorial work by Charlotte Roueché
and Gabriel Bodard in collaboration with the French
epigraphist Catherine Dobias-Lalou®. Thankfully
Joyce lived long enough to see her dedicated years
of effort come to fruition in a medium that would
make her work accessible to so many scholars. Her
earliest work in Libya was also re-edited and pub-
lished on-line*. Despite these successful outcomes,
Joyce herself had many concerns about the perils of
on-line publication. “Computers perpetuate error!”
she would intone sternly.

In the early 1990s we visited many rural sites that
were to form the nucleus of her edition of Ward Per-
kins and Goodchild’s draft volume, The Christian
Monuments of Cyrenaica®. Joyce had great respect
for the work of her senior British colleagues and

2 JRCyr2020 C 143 = SEG XLVI, 2207. See also MoHAMED, REYNOLDS
1992; ReynoLDs, MOHAMED 1996; Dosias-LaLou 1997, p. 612, no. 709.

3 https://ircyr2020.inslib.kcl.ac.uk/en/. See the article by C. Bar-
ron, G. Bodard and Ch. Roueché in this volume, infra, pp. 221-226.

% See supra, p. 206, note 17.

made enormous efforts to edit and complete their
unfinished Libyan publications, as we have already
seen with the collected Libyan papers of Richard
Goodchild published in 1976, eight years after his
untimely death®. Joyce also contributed epigraph-
ic studies to the reports of then current British ar-
chaeological missions in Cyrenaica®. She also edited
the 26 papers of a second international colloquium
on Cyrenaican archaeology held in Cambridge in
March 1993, forming Volume 25 of Libyan Studies,
published in 1994. However, though remaining a
Vice-President of the then Society for Libyan Stud-
ies, in her retirement years from 1984 Joyce declined
active committee work.

Following Goodchild’s and Ward Perkins’s
principles of international collaboration, Joyce
focused upon co-authoring new research papers
with colleagues from Italy and Libya in journals
and volumes of conference papers published in
Italy. Among a constant stream of work, she pub-
lished several of the new texts with Fadel Ali Mo-
hamed and explored funerary inscriptions with the
late Lidiano Bacchielli of the Italian Archaeologi-
cal Mission at Cyrene of the University of Urbino
(Figs 5-6)®. Joyce was meticulous in keeping up to
date with current research by regular attendance at
the annual L’Africa Romana conferences organised
from the early 1980s by her friend Professor Attilio
Mastino of the University of Sassari®. On the one
occasion when ill-health prevented her from trav-
elling to Sardinia in the depths of winter 1992,  was
sent in her place to read her paper and report back
on the conference.

Travelling with Joyce in Libya, especially Cyre-
naica, which she loved so well, was akin to travel-
ling with a local saint as Joyce was so well-regarded
by her Libyan, Italian and French friends and col-
leagues. We much enjoyed their warm hospitality;
though born of security concerns, it was a particu-
lar delight to stay in Casa Parisi during our visit to
Cyrene in 1989. Then in her early seventies, Joyce
was still hardy and ready for a visit to any site bear-
ing inscriptions, even the remotest wadi cave so
difficult of access. Quite unbothered by the absence

%5 WARD-PERKINS, GooDcHILD 2003.

% See supra, p. 206, note 16.

¥ Among these, LLoYD ef al. 1977.

% For example, REYNOLDSs, BACCHIELLI 1996; see also supra, note 22.
¥ See the article by A. Mastino in this volume, infra, pp. 211-216.
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FiG. 5 - Joyce Reynolds with James and Dorothy Thorn and members of the of the Italian Archaeological Mission at Cyrene of
the University of Urbino near Cyrene, 1992.
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FiG. 6 - Joyce Reynolds during a break for fruit with Libyan friends while recording rural texts with Fadel Ali Mohamed (third
from left), Cyrenaica 1992.



IN MEMORIA DI JOYCE M. REYNOLDS (1918-2022), PROTAGONISTA DELL'EPIGRAFIA DI LIBIA 209

of creature comforts, Joyce would happily spend
every day reading texts, most of which were incised
in crumbling, often eroded local limestone, or, in the
case of coastal sites and cemeteries, sandstone in a
Doric dialect that had foxed so many other scholars.
In the evenings she would re-read and revise her
records, setting out questions for the next day’s la-
bours. My task was to photograph and measure the
stones, once observing a significant new text*’; the
rest of my time was spent working on the urban fab-
ric of the city and on a remarkable group of statues
of members of the Julio-Claudian Roman imperial
family, interrupted on an earlier journey for recy-
cling, most likely in alime kiln, and unexpectedly re-
covered in a trench dug by machine to house a cable,
appropriately intended to floodlight the Caesareum
at Cyrene®.

Despite her somewhat sedentary programme of
study, Joyce was still an enthusiastic and speedy
walker with a profound knowledge of Cyrenaican
natural history. After the Lockerbie bombing of De-

cember 1988, for which Libya was blamed, there no
connecting flights to and from Libya (we used to en-
joy British Caledonian flights to and from Benghazi
via Malta). An arduous experience now awaited
us, travelling via Egypt for Cyrenaica, whence we
would take a bus from Cairo to Benghazi, a journey
of some 28 hours. In all these demanding journeys,
a reward came in the hotel at the connecting city,
where we would clean up and enjoy a good meal.
Sometimes we had a day or two to spare, in which
we visited the pyramids at Giza, the seventy-four-
year-old Joyce still up for camel rides in 1993 (Fig. 7).
The bus, too, was full of interesting passengers and
offered stops at Marsa Matruh, a resort in western
Egypt, where tours of the town by donkey-cart could
be enjoyed along with tea and Egyptian bananas -
short, plump, sweet and utterly delicious - I had
come to love them, from my first taste as a birthday
present from Joyce in Cyrene.

Our first stop in Libya was Tobruk, where our
passports were examined in a shack containing five

FiG. 7 - Sue Bird (British Museum) and Susan Walker ride with Joyce Reynolds at Giza, September 1993.

¥ JGCyr093200. See ReyNoLDs, THORN 2005.

31 WALKER 1994, and 2002.
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Libyan officers, located by a busy motorway. After
serious scrutiny of their unexpected female guests
and their unlikely British passports, there eventu-
ally emerged broad smiles of welcome to Libya.
Tobruk also housed a barn-like café where female
passengers were thankfully moved into an airy, sky-
blue side room, where we were seated around a ta-
ble to enjoy plates of roasted chicken wings, while
the men had to stand in a dark and horribly smoky
outer room.

Joyce was a keen observer of modern life in Libya.
Like so many of its inhabitants and visitors, she was
captivated by the rugged beauty of Cyrenaica, and
was well-informed about the flora and fauna of the
region. Though she was not of a generation to learn
Arabic, she understood and had great respect and
empathy for the Libyan people (Fig. 8§). She also had
a sound, pragmatic grasp of the political realities of
modern Libya. A gentle sense of humour and a win-
ning smile won her many friends.

32 ReyNoLDs 1982.

Joyce Reynolds was among the great epigraphers
of her generation, giving so much of her life not on-
ly to recording and understanding in fine detail the
epigraphic records of ancient Cyrenaica and Tripoli-
tania but also those of Aphrodisias in Caria®.

She had exacting standards of scholarship, which
made her a cautious writer with a great concern for
accuracy and for respecting the limits of possible
interpretation. However, above all else Joyce was
a natural teacher, encouraging anyone of any age
who wanted to learn. One of my enduring mem-
ories of our years in Shahat is of Joyce teaching a
young girl who wanted to learn Latin. Joyce pa-
tiently worked through a Latin primer with her, the
girl’s father acting both as chaperone and translator
(this was a time when the teaching of English was
not encouraged in Libyan schools). The setting was
our brand new but sparsely furnished ‘rest house’
near the Temple of Zeus; and for a moment Cam-
bridge came to Cyrene.

IJ

FiG. 8 - Joyce Reynolds and Abdel Ghader Mezaini enjoy a tea break at Cyrene Mu-
seum, September 1993.
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La Libia di Joyce Reynolds nei convegni de L’Africa Romana

Attilio Mastino

Joyce M. Reynolds era nata a Londra il 18 dicembre
1918: aveva dunque gia 66 anni quando il suo nome
comparve per la prima volta nel dicembre 1984 (in
qualita di docente all'Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton - USA) nel secondo volume de L’Africa
Romana®, serie che aveva visto la luce I'anno prima:
un’iniziativa scientifica destinata ad avere un largo
successo. Iniziava cosi anche la storia di una lunga
amicizia e, da parte nostra, un rapporto fatto di am-
mirazione, rispetto e devozione, che ha attraversato
gli ultimi quattro decenni (Figg. 9-10).

Ricostruendo in archivio questi anni, rileggendo
nella storica sede universitaria di Palazzo Segni a
Sassari i bigliettini manoscritti, quasi illeggibili, in
lingua inglese che era solita inviarci, ci ha davvero
sorpreso la precocita di questo rapporto: la studiosa
era attentissima alle novita, aveva letto il primo vo-
lume della serie de L’Africa Romana, nel quale aveva-
mo coinvolto studiosi come Giorgio Bejor, Pasquale
Brandis, Manlio Brigaglia, Angela Donati, Marcel Le
Glay, Ammar Mahjoubi, Alberto Moravetti, Sandro
Schipani, Hédi Slim, Latifa Slim, Giovanna Sotgiu,
Giancarlo Susini, Carlo Tronchetti, Cinzia Vismara,
Raimondo Zucca. Il volume era dedicato allo stu-
dio della presenza romana nell”Africa settentriona-
le, con particolare riguardo alle radici, ai fenomeni
di conservazione e di sopravvivenza, alla vitalita
dell’esperienza libio-punica e alla ricchezza della vi-
ta religiosa: temi questi che hanno consentito di ap-
profondire il ricco rapporto di intersezione e scam-
bio tra la vivace tradizione culturale nordafricana
e la cultura romana*. Dall’alto della lunghissima
esperienza libica iniziata nel 1948 - e conseguente
alla fine della seconda guerra mondiale -, forte delle
sue piu recenti conoscenze incentrate su Afrodisia di
Caria, Joyce arrivava a considerarci, forse con trop-
pa benevolenza, dei suoi lontanissimi allievi.

La scelta di Joyce Reynolds di aderire al comitato
scientifico de L’Africa Romana e di partecipare ai no-
stri incontri annuali fini per essere davvero ‘drasti-
ca’, perché comportava, oltre che 'inclusione della

% Susint 1985, p. 18.
% Sui differenti aspetti della religione nell’Africa settentrionale

Fic. 9 - Joyce Reynolds in visita a Roma alla sezione epigra-
fica del Museo Nazionale Romano - Terme di Diocleziano,
2006.

Tripolitania orientale, quella, in qualche modo, della
Cirenaica greca nei nostri convegni, che invece ri-
guardavano soprattutto la Libia piti occidentale, la
Tunisia, 1’Algeria, il Marocco, con ampi confronti
mediterranei. Studiosi come Lidio Gasperini erano
ostilissimi alla prospettiva di inserire la Cirenaica
nei nostri lavori*, ma la Reynolds continuo imper-
territa a presentare quasi tutti gli anni (comunque in
quasi tutte le edizioni), da sola o con I'amico Fadel
Ali Mohamed, al tempo controllore delle Antichita
di Cirene, anche gli inediti di Cirene e della Cirenai-

trattati nei convegni de L’Africa Romana vd. ora RucGer1 2021.
% Un’eco in MasTiNO 2007.
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FiG. 10 - Joyce Reynolds interviene alla XIV* Rencontre sur I'épigraphie in onore di Silvio Panciera tenutasi a Roma, ottobre 2006.

ca. Da allora i suoi amici libici sono diventati anche i
nostri amici, le sue curiosita e le sue passioni ci han-
no coinvolto.

Del resto Joyce sapeva benissimo delle nostre ri-
cerche sui Severi di Leptis Magna iniziate nel lonta-
nissimo 1972%: da parte nostra avevamo ampiamen-
te utilizzato, per i lavori su Caracalla e Geta, il volu-
me sulle iscrizioni della Tripolitania romana edito
da lei e da John Bryan Ward Perkins, suo secondo
maestro (dopo Richard G. Goodchild), in collabora-
zione con Salvatore Aurigemma, Renato Bartoccini,
Giacomo Caputo, Richard G. Goodchild, Pietro Ro-
manelli, pubblicato dalla British School at Rome nel
1952, oltre trent’anni prima®; e poi il supplemento®
e le riedizioni virtuali da lei curate con Charlotte
Roueché, Gabriel Bodard, Caroline Barron e altri®.

% Vd. MastiNo 1974-1975, 1981a, 1981b, 1991a, 1994 e 1999; MasTiI-
No, Kaanousst 2004; Mastino 2020a.

%7 REYNOLDS, WARD PERKINS 1952.

3 ReyNoLDs 1955.

¥ Specifico sulle versioni elettroniche il contributo di C. Barron, G.
Bodard, Ch. Roueché in questo volume, infra, pp. 221-226.

In realta, nell'introduzione all’edizione delle
iscrizioni della Tripolitania del 1952 e citato anche
il contributo di molti altri studiosi, come Attilio De-
grassi, Giorgio Levi Della Vida, Angelo Silvagni,
per restare ai soli italiani. Ma voglio ricordare anche
Gennaro Pesce, ultimo soprintendente (reggente)
nella Libia italiana dopo Giacomo Caputo, succes-
sivamente collaboratore di Goodchild, responsabile
per 'archeologia dell’amministrazione militare bri-
tannica in Tripolitania dal 1946, poi con incarichi in
Cirenaica (in questo ruolo Goodchild aveva avuto
come allieva la Reynolds)*.

Dal 1984 non ci sono mai mancati i messaggi di
Joyce Reynolds*, divenuta Reader Emerita presso
I'University of Cambridge e Honorary Fellow del
Newnham College, fino alla scomparsa 1'11 settem-

A differenza di altri italiani unitisi alle truppe italo-tedesche in
ritirata, Pesce si trattenne ininterrottamente in Libia dal 1938 al 1948.
Soprintendente a Cagliari dal 1949, sarebbe subentrato nel 1950 a Ra-
nuccio Bianchi Bandinelli nella Facolta di Lettere e Filosofia dell'Uni-
versita degli Studi di Cagliari.

41 Vd. gia DoNaTI 1986, p. 28.
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bre 2022. Ricevevamo costantemente il suo sostegno
e le sue attenzioni, ma anche eravamo certi della sua
presenza ai nostri incontri sulle due rive del Medi-
terraneo, come relatrice, presidente di sessione, fino
al XXII convegno membro del comitato scientifico
de L’Africa Romana, semplice partecipante: spesso
intervenendo ai dibattiti, talora in benevola polemi-
ca con i colleghi francesi - André Laronde (su Apol-
lonia e Cirene), Ginette Di Vita-Evrard (su Leptis
Magna), Roger Hanoune (sulla collezione di epitafi
di La Marsa), René Rebuffat (sul limes tripolitano) -,
ma anche con Gianfranco Paci (su Leptis Magna),
con Filippo Canali De Rossi (a proposito del prin-
cipe tolemaico Alexas/Alexsis nella bilingue di Cire-
ne)* e con Ariel Lewin (su Berenice, Tolemaide, la
difesa nel deserto). L’ampia relazione presentata da
Simona Antolini e Gianfranco Paci al XVII convegno
de L’Africa Romana a Siviglia sull’epigrafia greca e
romana nella Cirenaica rende conto nel dettaglio e
con lucidita di un impegno scientifico lunghissimo
e denso di risultati, in un campo di studi nel quale la
figura di Joyce Reynolds ¢ stata assolutamente cen-
trale nell’archeologia libica®.

Possiamo allora percorrere alcune delle principa-
li tappe. La Reynolds si era iscritta al IV convegno
(Sassari 1986) per una relazione dal titolo Su alcune
nuove iscrizioni dalla Tripolitania, ma poi il testo non e
pervenuto*. Partecipo al V convegno svoltosi a Sas-
sari nel dicembre 1987, con una breve relazione su
Inscriptions from the Cyrenaican Limes, un magistrale
bilancio di sintesi delle ricerche relative al variare
nel tempo delle presenze militari, a partire da Au-
gusto, a Cirene, Tolemaide, Tocra, Berenice, le Arae
Philenorum; una geografia che cambiava in conti-
nuazione nei secoli, fino ad arrivare all’eta bizantina
e a Samphoudion presso Bir Tarakenet nell’area di
Ain Mara, poco a occidente di Derna®. Si era iscritta
al VI convegno, svoltosi a Sassari nel dicembre 1988,
per discutere un argomento relativo a L’Africa e la
Sardegna in eta tardo-antica* e poil’anno seguente al
VII convegno, per una relazione su Some Punic Ele-
ments in the Tripolitanian Inscriptions®. Invidé ancora
unmessaggio per1’VIII convegno tenutosi a Cagliari
nel 1990,

#2 IRCyr2020, C.688.

4 AnToLINI, Pact 2008.

# Mastino 1987, pp. 11, 15.

* ReynoLDs 1988. 1l lavoro consiste in un aggiornamento di REYN-
oLDs 1979.

Fic. 11 - Cirene, Museo. Stele di BdAng figlio di Bahng
(IRCyr2020, M.154).

Torno in Sardegna per il IX convegno, svoltosi
a Nuoro e Orosei nel dicembre 1991: nella comuni-
cazione a doppia firma assieme a Fadel Ali Moha-
med dal titolo Some New Inscriptions from Cyrenaica
presentd molte importanti iscrizioni greche inedite
scoperte a Cirene e Tolemaide dai funzionari del Di-
partimento di Antichita (Fig. 11)*. Abbiamo avuto
la possibilita di rivedere molte delle epigrafi rese
note dalla Reynolds quando, nel 2008, visitammao il
Museo di Cirene, il sito archeologico e i luoghi che,
sulle tracce della geografia mitica di Aristeo, figlio di

% MastiNO 1989, p. 14.

¥ Mastivo 1990, p. 10.

% Mastino 1991D, p. 20.

4 MoHAMED, REYNOLDS 1992.
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Fic. 12 - Piero Cappuccinelli e Ali Obreed nel teatro del San-
tuario di Apollo a Cirene in occasione del viaggio in Libia
organizzato dall’Universita degli Studi di Sassari, 2008.

Apollo e della ninfa Cirene, presentano un legame
con la Sardegna (Fig. 12)*. Proprio a Cirene cono-
scemmo l'intera famiglia di Fadel Ali Mohamed nel
negozietto di souvenir turistici, piacevolmente sor-
presi dalla presenza del manifesto di uno dei nostri
convegni.

Al X convegno, tenutosi a Oristano nel dicembre
1992, la Reynolds aveva annunciato una relazione
(non svolta) su The Distribution of Cities in the Space
of Cyrenaica®®. Ha invece poi partecipato all’XI con-
vegno di Cartagine nel dicembre 1994, con una co-
municazione a firma congiunta con Fadel Ali Moha-
med, Inscriptions Recently Discovered in Cyrenaica.
Le iscrizioni prese in considerazione arrivano fino
alla Marmarica, tra Ras al-Hilal (Naustathmos), Bir
Tarakenet (forse Hydrax), Derna (Darnis), Kharsa
(Chersis) piu a sud gli autori segnalano le scoperte
effettuate a Gasr Uertig, come le iscrizioni dipinte
sulle pareti di due ambienti®. In quell’occasione
Joyce aveva presieduto all'Hotel Amilcar, assieme a
Lellia Cracco Ruggini, la sessione sull’urbanistica e
le tecniche costruttive™.

Al XII convegno svoltosi a Olbia nel dicembre
1996, con una comunicazione sempre a doppia fir-

% Su Aristeo in Sardegna e i legami con Cirene vd. MasTiNo 2004, e
2020b, p. 59, fig. 17.

51 Per la precisione il XII convegno di studio del 1996. Facevano
parte del gruppo Piero Cappuccinelli, Salvatore Rubino, Raimondo
Zucca e molti colleghi libici, tra i quali Ibrahim Taher, un comune
amico medico.

2 MasTINO, RUGG.ERI 1994, p. 18.

5 MoHAMED, REYNOLDS 1996.

% KnaNoussl, RUGGERI, VisMARA 1996, p. 11.

% MoHAMED, REYNOLDs 1998. Sull’iscrizione vd. IRCyr2020, M.288.

ma su New Discoveries in the Land of the Giligamae,
la Reynolds aveva trattato di una tribu insediata
sulla costa libica in direzione dell’Egitto, tra Kharsa
e la baia di Sollum, presentando molti frammen-
ti epigrafici inediti e l'epitafio della settantenne
MabBovvioydpa Aiovoc™®. In quell’occasione aveva
presieduto assieme a Yann Le Bohec la sessione sul-
le relazioni tra il Nord Africa e le altre province®. Al
XII convegno, tenutosi a Djerba nel dicembre 1998,
ancora una volta con Fadel Ali Mohamed, Joyce
Reynolds aveva presentato una relazione dal titolo
Recently-discovered Christian Inscriptions in Cyrenai-
ca, illustrando il mosaico di Gasr Bandes, a sud di
al-Beida”. Lei stessa aveva presieduto la sessione
finale dei lavori assieme a Marc Mayer e Santiago
Montero™.

Joyce fu di nuovo a Sassari al XIV convegno nel
dicembre 2000, con una comunicazione ancora a
doppia firma su alcune importanti novita dal terri-
torio di Cirene relativo al periodo della guerra civi-
le successiva alla morte di Nerone, come I’epitafio
del ventunenne Avwv Avdpoxhedg e la bella stele di
A(ovkio6) Dovgrog [Xé]kovdog, veterano della legio-
ne [ Italica, morto a 60 anni (Fig. 13)*. Allora aveva
presieduto assieme a Lidio Gasperini la sessione sui
nuovi rinvenimenti epigrafici®.

Al XV convegno, che ebbe luogo nel dicembre
2002, fu con noi nell’oasi di Tozeur, dove presento,
sempre con Fadel AliMohamed, il miliario greco di
Elagabalo, Severo Alessandro, Giulia Mesa e Giulia
Soemia da Balagrae, oggial-Beida, originariamente
forse bilingue®; nella stessa occasione presiedette
assieme a Umberto Laffi la sessione relativa alle re-
lazioni del Nord Africa con altre province®. Al XVI
convegno tenutosi a Rabat nel dicembre 2004 volle
riprendere in esame la stele di L. Fufius Secundus®.

Al successivo XVII convegno di Sevilla del di-
cembre 2006 aveva indicato un titolo che ci era
apparso all’inizio molto generico, The Inscriptions
of Roman Tripolitania and the Inscriptions of Roman

% KnaNoussl, RUGGERI, VisMARA 1998, p. 15.

57 MoHAMED, REyNoLDs 2000.

% KnaNoussl, RUGGERI, VisMaRra 2000, p. 29.

% MoHAMED, REYNOLDs 2002. Sulle iscrizioni vd. IRCyr2020, M.175 e
M.215.

© KnaNoussl, RUGGERI, VisMaRA 2002, p. 17.

1 MoHAMED, REYNOLDS 2004. Vd. ANToLINI, PAc1 2008, p. 2418. Sull'i-
scrizione vd. IRCyr2020, M.198.

¢ KnaNoussl, RUGGERI, VisMARA 2004, p. 14.

% REeyNoLDs 2006.
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Cyrenaica®. In realta si tratto di un utilissimo ag-
giornamento dedicato al futuro dell’epigrafia digi-
tale libica, con la presentazione del noto progetto
di totale revisione delle Inscriptions of Roman Tripo-
litania, in accordo con la British School at Rome e
in collaborazione con Charlotte Roueché del King's
College di Londra. L’interesse dell’intervento ri-
guardo soprattutto il progetto in corso relativo alle
Inscriptions of Roman Cyrenaica (circa 2000 iscrizio-
ni), che si & avvalso della pluriennale esperienza
maturata nella pubblicazione del corpus on-line In-
scriptions of Aphrodisias Project, realizzato con I'uti-
lizzo di EFES: EpiDoc Front-End Services. Le foto
conservate a Cambridge, Roma e Cirene sarebbero
state scansionate per illustrare la collezione®. Il
nuovo corpus avrebbe contenuto una serie di do-
cumenti, ma si sarebbe collegato anche a una map-
pa on-line della Cirenaica romana, allora in fase di
preparazione nell’ambito del progetto “Pleiades”,
elaborato presso The University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill*. Allora Joyce Reynolds aveva con-
cluso positivamente: “The evidence that the corpus
offers will add substantially to knowledge of the area -
and should stimulate further and more precisely focused
investigation into the history of ancient Cyrenaica”®.
Debbo dire che fu una sorpresa vederla confron-
tarsi coninuovi mezzi informatici, le mappe, i pro-
getti dilavorilunghi, costosi, davvero innovativi. Il
suo intervento aveva suscitato la reazione positiva
di Manfred G. Schmidst, allora direttore del Corpus
Inscriptionum Latinarum a Berlino. In quel conve-
gno Joyce Reynolds presiedette assieme a Marco
Milanese la terza sessione sulle relazioni del Nord
Africa con le altre province®.

L’anno dopo, tra il 2 e il 7 settembre 2007, 1’ab-
biamo di nuovo incontrata a Oxford per il XIII Con-
gressus Internationalis Epigraphiae Graecae et Latinae,
dove ci aveva accolto nella sua residenza, seduta in
poltrona ma con grande spirito e sempre con il suo
sorriso indimenticabile, gustando lentamente con
noi un te indiano.

Al XVIII convegno tenutosi a Olbia nel 2008 Joyce
Reynolds compare solo nell’elenco dei partecipan-
ti®. Ancora torno in Sardegna nel dicembre 2010 al

¢ ReyNnoLps 2008.

® Vd. supra, p. 212, nota 39.

% Vd. https://pleiades.stoa.org/ places/373777; https:/ /igcyr.unibo.
it/map.

& ReyNoOLDs 2008, p. 1947.

o

Fic. 13 - Uadi bu Nabeh (Gebel el-Akhdar). Stele di
A(ovk106) Dovgrog [Zé]kovdog, veterano della legione I Italica
(IRCyr2020, M.215).

XIX convegno di Sassari in rappresentanza della
Faculty of Classics, University of Cambridge”; in
questa occasione prese parte alla riunione del comi-
tato scientifico de L’Africa romana svoltasi presso il
Rettorato dell’Universita degli Studi Sassari. Al XX
convegno, che ebbe luogo ad Alghero nel dicembre
2013, partecipo in rappresentanza del Museum of
Fine Arts di Boston™.

Nel dicembre 2010 Joyce celebro assieme a noi il
suo 92° compleanno, tra amici, lontano da casa, con
tante emozioni, con una sorpresa organizzata dai no-
stri studenti, una torta, una candela, tanta gioia nel

% GoNzALEZ et al. 2008, p. 9.

% Kunorr 2010, p. 4; MILANESE, RUGGERI, VismaRra 2010, p. 31.
70 Cocco, Gavin, Issa 2012, pp. 20, 32.

7! RUGGERI et al. 2015, p. 25.
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ristorante tipico Sa Mandra, una sorpresa nelle tene-
bre. Debbo ricordare le parole che le avevo dedicato
a conclusione del convegno: “Voglio pero oggi rin-
graziare soprattutto i nostri ospiti, i giovani e anche
i maestri che amiamo, molti dei quali sono seduti a
questo tavolo: la festa per il 92esimo compleanno di
Joyce Reynolds ieri sera ad Alghero ha testimoniato
il nostro legame verso la persona, ma soprattutto la
nostra ammirazione per un impegno scientifico se-
vero sulla frontiera delle nuove conoscenze, per I'a-
micizia e la fiducia che hanno [sic] riposto in noi””2

Pochi mesi dopo la scomparsa della studiosa,
abbiamo ricordato Joyce all’Assemblea della Scuola
Archeologica Italiana di Cartagine tenutasi a Sbeitla
(anticaSufetula)il17 dicembre 2022 aconclusionedel
XXII convegno L’Africa antica dall’eta repubblicana ai
Giulio-Claudii, con queste parole: “ Annunciamo con
emozione la scomparsa della nostra maestra Joyce
Reynolds, avvenuta a Cambridge a 103 anni il 12 set-
tembre 2022, ricordando i suoi numerosi interventi a
L’Africa Romana, iniziando dal V convegno, svoltosi
a Cagliari nel dicembre 1987 sul tema L’epigrafia e
la storia delle province romane del Magreb (Inscrip-
tions from the Cyrenaican limes): allora tra gli altri ave-
vano parlato René Rebuffat, Gabriel Sanders, André
Chastagnol, Johannes Irmscher, Marcel Le Glay, Li-
dio Gasperini, Jean-Marie Lasseére, Vitantonio Sira-
go, Pierre Salama, André Laronde, Tadeusz Kotula,
Jerzy Kolendo, Jean-Paul Rey-Coquais, per non ci-
tare che i colleghi che ci hanno lasciato. Rammentia-
mo la sua collaborazione con Fadel Ali Mohamed;
I'apertura della Tripolitania e un poco anche della
Cirenaica alle nostre ricerche; il costante ricordo del
dopoguerra in Libia; gli archeologi italiani coi quali
aveva collaborato come Gennaro Pesce. Noi che ab-
biamo avuto il privilegio di esserle stati amici, ricor-
diamo il suo sorriso, la profondita delle sue ricerche,
la costante capacita di proporre cose nuove”.

Abbiamo avuto tante occasioni per leggere le sue
opere e conoscere la sua famiglia, in particolare il
nipote Bernard, che la accompagnava negli ultimi
tempi ai nostri incontri, apparentemente senza an-
noiarsi troppo.

Joyce Reynolds ha avuto molti meriti: soprattutto
quello di mettere in relazione generazioni diverse,
di non ostacolare - anzi di assecondare - la rivolu-
zione digitale, di aprire la ricerca epigrafica della
fase postcoloniale in Libia a una pitt vasta comunita

72 MastiNo 2012, p. 3084.

internazionale di studiosi, dove gli archeologi italia-
ni tornarono spesso a essere protagonisti apprezzati
al suo fianco.
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